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This bulletin highlights recent additions in the resources, subject review & Book reviews by the Staff. This issue highlights Domestic Violence Section review, which includes Print & Non-print collection of Library.

About Us :
Information generation and dissemination is an essential feature of the Library ad Documentation unit. The unit provides information to those who are engaged in research, advocacy and training on various health issues. 

The library has grown from a need-based collection of books and documents to a systematically organized and catalogued library and document repository. Students, journalists, medical professionals, social workers, lawyers, trainers, activists, development workers, counselors, are welcome to use the library for reference. 

The publications are outcome of CEHAT's own research projects which are focused on relevant research and have endeavored to inform campaigns around social issues. They are in the form of books, research reports, manuals, posters and resource materials… More
New Arrivals : 
In the month of July Library added around 27 new titles which covers different subjects like Domestic violence, Health & human rights. This month has one major addition in the library collection that is Wellcome witness to twentieth century medicine. The volumes in this series contain transcripts of the Witness Seminars at which significant figures in twentieth-century medicine are invited to discuss specific discoveries or events in recent medical history. Library has soft copy of all 32 volumes, but in the hard copy library received only Vol. 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11-20.
In the month of August Library introduce some new resources like Documentary movies, Data Cd’s along with some Journal titles. It includes different issues related to Reproductive health, Sex selection, Sexuality, abortion, domestic violence.
In the month of September Library has Health related books and some new contents in Periodical section. Library also has 3 new Video CDs and Documentaries on Healthy Sexuality, Health & Human Rights. 
Section Review :
Domestic Violence – 

CEHAT has been involved on the issue of violence and addressing issue of violence against women. The issue of DV was taken up as a starting point of the organisation to work to legitimise human rights issue within the public health system through conducting research and service provision for victims of violence. It was felt that once the public health system became sensitive to the issue it would be relatively easy to adopt and incorporate other human rights issues. Dilaasa was being conceptualised then, CEHAT had prepared a systematic review of various studies on violence against women in India and had also began the process of establishing a women-centred and community based action and research project in a slum in Mumbai which looked into levels and determinants of DV, to identify the perpetrators and precipitating factors of incidents of DV, to examine the help-seeking behavior and coping mechanisms utilized by victims and to also to understand the social and economic roots of VAW. 

During this time CEHAT begun to focus on concerns around violence against women by linking up with the public health services of the BMC and to implement a crisis centre in a public hospital. Also to integrate the health issue of survivors of DV into the Public Health System the officials of BMC, CEHAT and SAHAJ, an NGO who had initially worked in collaboration with the BMC worked on women’s reproductive health and rights made visit to Philippines and Malaysia to learn from international experiences who have already running centers for women in public hospitals jointly staffed by NGO and hospital representatives and providing rage of services psychological, medical, legal and social  for the victims of Domestic Violence. Dilaasa was thus set up in a public hospital in Mumbai jointly by the BMC and CEHAT with a clear understanding that in the course of three to four years it would be fully integrated in the public health system of the BMC.  The implementation of Dilaasa is not only an addition to CEHAT’s prior work on DV but represents the mainstreaming of the issue into a larger public structure. Dilaasa is now established as a department of the hospital. CEHAT role mainly is to provide training to the Core Group of trainers of the Hospital, providing counseling services. Dilaasa model is replicated in two more Public Hospitals in Mumbai and have been working on setting similar centres in two other states.

For supporting all these activities, research work, counseling and legal issues CEHAT library developed DV section. This section has different books, NGO reports, CEHAT publications, reprints, Government publications & statistical data, posters, pamphlets & brochures in English, Hindi & Marathi languages. In non-print material library has following program coverage and documentaries –  “Domestic violence program in Gateway of India; Strength in action: Educator's guide to preventing domestic violence; Bol: a television campaign against domestic violence; Char Diwari; One stop crisis; Nasreen-o-Nasreen”. 
Book Reviews by Staff :
           “BHINNA”
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Author : Kavita Mahajan
Publisher : Rajahansa Prakashan
The book is written by Kavita Mahajan, who is born in 1967 in Marathwada region of Maharashtra and holds master degree in Marathi literature and who wrote the “Brah” novel.

Book contains three biographies of three people. One is living with HIV and others are working for the people, who are living with HIV and AIDS. The society is divided in various parts on the basis of caste-religion-color, male-female, economy-geography etc. also divided on the basis of healthy and ill people.

This kind of discrimination is more to the HIV and AIDS infected persons. The person living in the society detected the HIV positive, how it was thrown out of mainstream. The friends, relatives, neighbors who were having good relations with later try to neglect the person. Some incidence in the book clearly shows the discrimination among the care of HIV positive husband and wife.

Due to all discriminations and differences sometimes feels that life is not good and dying will be better. But when they realized themselves, it becomes their strength to fight against illness and society and spend the remaining time meaningfully. Rather than thinking about how they got the HIV infection and stigmatization, it is important to care them. Writer also shown the problems of people who are working with HIV infected persons and organizations.

The book is good for reading. It gives much exposure to think about the world of infected people and vision to develop the right perception.
By Kiran Kadam



                                   “The Prison We Broke”
[image: image2.png]



Author: Baby Kamble

Publisher: Orient Longman

The Prisons we broke by Baby Kamble is the translated English version of the original Jina Amucha, which was serialised in 1982 and first published in 1986 in Marathi. It is a one of the first auto biography rather a social biography by a dalit woman in any Indian Language. On one hand, this book highlights the upper caste dominance against Mahars and side by side it also highlights the Patriarchal hegemony with in Mahar community. She has shown in her writing, how the Patriarchal and caste discrimination converge together to cause the impact on life of a women and how in this struggle, women have emerged as agents of transformation for their community. She highlighted that the darkness of superstition can de removed with light of the knowledge.

It is very heartening to read, the physical and psychological trauma a women of Mahar community has to go through   after marriage as a young bride whether it is household work, deliveries, post deliveries, being physically chained or have their noses chopped off for incurring the displeasure of their husbands or in-laws. Her description of mahar community about feasts comprising maggot-ridden innards of diseased carcasses and intestine-damaging cactus pods consumed to quell hunger, sight the chronic hunger state people of her community has to go through. She has very interestingly highlighted the impact of Ambedkar on whole of the Mahar community including the women and how it changed their life totally. It gives us the insight into the Mahar community, before Ambedkar movement, during Ambedkar movement and what is happening to Mahar community after the Ambedkar movement.

In total, it is a must read piece of literature which trace the fight of a community, women against the shackles of casteism and who emerge as a fighter and achiever.
By Dr. Ritu  Khatri
